. as. ͤ 
\ Sexrer URAL Obſervations Fo 
| ON e Fad 


> '% The Spirituality of Gofpel-Worſhip. 
| II. The Nature ot true Chriſtian Prayer. 
II. Our Saviovn- $ Direction concerning Faſting. 


14 75-55 
g Wee to a Friend, 
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| | : To which is Added, | 


A POSTSCRIPT, 


By way of Anſwer to ſome Objections. 
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4 Things We ye world that Men ſhould do io 
you, do ye even ſo to them. Mat. vii. 12, 
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. NV early" "and eminent Writer - FINN 
fwaſton expreſſeth much in few Words, 
When he ſays, Ne Grace of Gov wirhin me, and 
the Scriptures without me, are the Footidetion 
ou Declaration of ny F ain and Rely ion.“ 


. ith N L 5 JN I? WW I WI > 


+ Ws 


On this Foundation, aj hs Ort of Go 
Ain üer bri þ Hekate, err our fuithfu! 
Anil #0 thrs 
tures without, 
Aan and Recourſe,”” 
of the Teſtimonies,” which they were 
concerned to Publiſh to the World." nN 
exit noi 12 Foil diob Has 14.43.2901 

Some of \theje their Teſtimonies, 1 1 
led, have of late inet with "Oppoſition": 
And * 220 5 of Sentiments concerning them. 
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bath opearl, then anon be, the Cauſe 

"a" Neg left 
of imitating the Bereaps of old, cho ſearched 
the Scriptures daily, whether thoſe Things were 


ws I. . . 4 


ſuch a — and as the following 955 pin 


ſeem to me 0 offer "bat 25 plain Nas neceſſ 2 


5 Tk Y that 


1 7 recommen 

ahn 0; ſuch g you al are 
rehgiouſly ee, ; in hopes you may thereby be 
in ſome meaſure aſſiſted e to 2 tſcern os 
beautiful Conſiſteney, and harmonious Union, 
which ever ſubjifts,, andre ime Declaration v 
tbe boly Scriptures, a Oy born h 
A, Batu Predecgſ Mios 


be 


18e lee 


2 be W ork of viding; as oF did, on the 
Foundation, ubich ſtandeth ſure, is Heart- 
"Woh: An inward F "the Soul, pro- 

ducing rea] Holineſs in Life and Conver ſation. 
This Work confiſteth . not in T alking,. but. in 
Obeying: : Not only in hearing the Mill of Gop, 
but in doing it, as gur bleſſed Lonp and SAVIOUR 
aſſures us | ſaying, Whoſoever heareth theſe Say- 
ings of mine, and doth them, I will liken him 
. unto. a. wiſe Man, which built his Houſe upon 
a Rock And the Rain deſcended, and * 
Floods came, and the Winds blew; and beat 
upon that Houſe : And it fell __ for it was 
tounded upon a Rock, Mar. vii. 24, 25. On 
l Hand, dl deWard * Tr ruth is 77 tive and 


EY expreſs, 


PL 


T3 % 
| R theſe gayld 


mine, and doth them not, ſhall be likentd 4 

- unto a fooliſh Man, which built his Houſe 
upon the Sand; and the Rain deſcended, and 
thetFlooda:came; and the Winds blew, and 

beat upon that Houſe, and it 8 ape] dere 
was the Fall of: it. Ver. 26, 27. 


* 


of 1 "FRY 
Hence it appears, that Obedience 7s a Corner- 


ſtone in - the: Bailding : of: Chriſt's Churth, "and 
that "Dilobvlience is the W LE Ruin: and 
Deftruction.. Dl 


Confider en oo Friends, he's great 
End, for which CRISH hath enlightned* re 145 
that ye ſhould walk in his Light; for, If we ſay 
that we have Fellowſhip with him, and walk 
in Darkneſs, we lie, and do not the T ruth, 
1 Jobn i. 6: But if we walk in the Light, we 
ſhall have no Fellowſhip with the unfruitful 
Works of Darkneſs, but rather reprove them, 

Re v. JI. 


4 
271 Ye 


* Happinef conſiſts in Obedience according 
to Knowledge. If, ſaith CyrisT, ye know 
theſe Things, happy are ye if ye do them, John 
xili. 17. To the attaining which State of Happi- 
| nh the Portion of the Willing and Obedient, 
t both you and I may in+the End arrive, : is 

my fincere Defire. 


I ſhall cloſe this Preface with  ſubjoining tbe 
following Advices of holy Writ, viz. 


A 3 That 


Men, and 
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Pety 
That thou mayſt walk in the Way of good 


form Path of the we e 
Frou. iũ 20. Haie „ n it r nt! 


1 
; 1 


ind 1 . Rai: 
** 


Ay sad. if Sihers emice dls edi inal 
not. Prov. 9 — Walk thou not in the Way 
with them, refrain thy Foot from their Path! 
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Os 15. 
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Tri in the Loup with all eigen; and 
tean not unto thine own Underſtanding. Prov. 


A 


Bi. 5. In all thy Ways W of him, and 


he {hall dire&t thy Paths. Ver. 6 


Be not wif in thine own Eyes : Fear the 
Lorpand depart from Evil. Prov. iii. 7. 
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Lon DON, the 2 A « the Third Month, 
commonly called ne. 1766. 


ws, F riend 5 


| HY friendly: Requeſt, more cogent 
| to me than a Command, obliges me 


to impart to thee my Sentiments on 
ſome Points, which, though of the moſt ſe- 
rious In nce, the Wantonneſs and Levi 
of the Times have render d Subjet#s of popular 
Talk and public Scribble. This I hall endea- 
your to do with what way and Brevity 1 
can. | 
Next to the vieediate Guidance of the 
Spirit of Cartsr, the Light of the World, John 
vin. 12. L regard the boly Scriptures as a Rule 
of Faith and Praflice to us who' have them, 


and I eſteem the plain Pr of CuntsT 
therein recorded, as the ef of external Direc- 
tions for regulating human Conduct. 
| ' 7 


One 
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and 12 their — ſo fluently a 


FRY 
One of thoſe plain- Precepts hop — 


bon. my Mat. v. 4 

To this Chriſtian Pregept, the Doctrine and 
Practice of War, viz. Kill your Enemies, ap- 
pears to me to import a manifeſt and- down. 
right Contradiction. Nor can 1 diſcern the 


Confiſtency of a Chriſtian Man's praying for 
the Deſtruction of thoſe; whom CHRIST bath 
commanded him to love. 
This Love is the grand Charafteriftick- of 
Chriftianity ; By-this, faith  CartsT himſelf, 
ſhall all Men know that ye are my Diſci ples, if 
ye have Love one to another, John xiii. 3 5. 
The whole Tenour of the Doctrine of 


 Cnr1sT is Love. Tis an eſſential —— of 


the Deity. God is Love, 1 John iv. 8. 
Accordingly, under the Goſpel Diſpenſation, 


we are directed to put up our Prayers and 


Supplications to him, as tbe Gop N eng and 
Peace. 

Thus our Teſtimgny againſt Wars and 
Fi ghting hath its Foundation in Chriſtian Love, 
the Nature of which, we have Cauſe to thiok, 


too many of the Profeſſors of e; bave 


not chords ghly conſidered. 

Men talk in publick Companies of worſhip. | 
ing Gov, and of Faſting and Prayer, while 
the Levity and Unconcernedneſs wherewith 
they diſcourſe on Subjects of the higheſt Conſe- 
quence and Importance, give the cleareſt Evi- 


dence to conſiderate Auditors, how little they 


have at Heart of what they exerciſe their Wirz, 


(a 1 

Others there are who publiſh their Wri 
on the ſame Subjects, ſome of which 1 have 
perus d, and the only Inference I have been 
able to draw from them with any Certainty, 
is, that their Authors have no pioper or ſerip- 
tural Ideas of the Spiritualitꝝ of 5 0 ee 
nor any adequate or juſt Notions of the reat 
Nature of Faſting and Prayer in theſe Gael 
times. Wherefore I ſhall communicate to thee 
ſuch Thoughts, as through reading the holy 
Scriptures, and meditating On, Days; e 

ed to me on thoſe Headz. Ups ; 


als 07 the Spirituality of Goſ pel-Worthi p. 


HE efſential Difference between theNature 
of true Geſpel-Worſhip, and the external 
Rites and ceremonial Performances uſed in the 
Times of the Moſaick Diſpenſation, isexcellent- 
| ly deſcribed by the Evangeliſt Fobn, in the Ac- 
count he gives of the Conference which our 
bleſſed Saviour had with the Woman of Sama- 
ria at Facob's Well, being as follows, viz. The 
Woman ſaith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou 
art a Prophet. Our Fathers worſhipped in this 
Mountain, and ye ſay, that in Jeruſalem is the 
Place where Men ought to worſhip. | Ixsus ſaith 
unto ber, Woman, believe me, the Hour cometh, 
when. ye Gall neither in this Mountain,” nor - yet 
at Jeruſalem, worſhip the . Father... Te 5 
ye know not what. We. know. what: we wworſbip, 
for Salvation is of the Jews. But 'the.. R 
_ and now is, when the vue Werſigere 
ba 


— 3 —— er 


F Spire e and in Truth, "Joh bv. 
19 t | = neee 


In ige of doi Writ, we" have the 
Nature abd Spi 22 of G 9 p ex- 
preſſy — "7 Lip of Trath, and the 
total Abolition 1 the debe and local Tem- 


ple at Feryſalem, which, with its Rites, Sacri- 


bees and Ceremonies, had been for a Seaſon of 


divine Appointment, proclaimed by the Au- 
thority of Cnkisr himſelf, the only Sanctifier 


of his People, the one Mediator . ooo 


and Men, who gave himſelf a Ranſom for all, 
I. Tim. i. 6. Fo 8 


this End and Purpoſe, that 
ze might redeem: ns from all Iniquity, and purijic 


unto bimſelf a tar F le, zealous 
—Ox tad — 


- Vince the Abolition of the Templ e at 7 
km, and the Ceſſation of its 8 OT 2 
Sacrifces and Ceremonies, we find not any 
material Houſe or Building dignified in ad the 
ture with the Epithet of Holy,” or called 
Temple of Gov. 

_ *Tis'an eſtabliſhed Goſpel Truth, that The 
Nu High duelketh not in Temples 3 with 
Haiids, Reis vii. 48. The Temple of Gov in 
this Goſpel-day 5 is the Heart of Man. Know ye 


wr, faith the Apoſtle Paul to the Corintbians, 
that ye are the Temple of Gov, and that the Spirit 


op dwelleth in you. F any Man defile the 
Temple of Gov, him pal Gon defiroy ; 22 


Devil, 1 


will 


contrite Heart. Tis a moſt lamm, awfidd, and 
robrront Aces of a devout and humble Soul to 
Gon, the Father of Spirita, through e 


Lon in his Temple, and his own. Hears n 


[ma] 


| Temple of G0 is holy, which Temple ben | 


1 Cor. li. 16, 17. Gos Worſhip is in his 
Temple, Sin is the Defilement of his Temple: 
To cleanſe and purge out this Defilement, was 
the very End and Furpaſe of Cn Comi 
in the Fleſh. Bebald, ſaith John, Ibe 4 
of Gon, which taketh away the Sin f the Warlkd, 
John 1-29. For this Pur poſe: the San of Got 
was manfefted, that he might dura the Works 
of the Dewil. He that commutteth Stn 15 of tht 

, 1 John iii. 8. In which State of din, out 
ward Performances and verbal Prayera can avail 
nothing; as the Man cured of his Blindaeſa 
aſſures us, Now, ſays he, ur lum thet Gon 
heareth not Sinners, but i any Mon be a Mer. 


«th, John ix. 32. Men act prepoſterouily, 
when they to worſhip. Gon in a State 
of contiaued Diſobedience and Polhaion. The 
Fſalmiſt, under a Senſe of the N. 


eceſſuy of this 
Cleanſiag from Sin, expreſſes himnſelf thus, I 
mine Hands in „ 1081] 1 
| thine Altar, O Loan, Pal i. 6. 
G orſÞip is the Sacrifice of a broken and 


Cmnisr his Son. This Acceſs to Gem im Spirit 


is the gb ogy the Soul of Man 3s 
capable of attaining in this Life. TI am i- 


preſſible Conſolatiom to an _hamnble Chriftion 
Suppliant, 40 experience the Praſenaa of the 


be 


TL 


be unde e Habitation of Gen Agb 1e 
Spirit, Epheſ. ii. 22. This zneſtimable: Bleſſing 
of the Goſpel is the Privilege of thaſe WhO ar 
fanttified in CRS. Ixsus, and have witneſſed 
his Spirit cleanſing them from theit Sins, ds 
Ennis himſelf ſaith, Bleed are tb Pure in 
Heart for they-ſball ſee Gb, Mat. v. 8. From 
this beatifick Viſion, and inward Participation 
of the Comforts of the Preſence of Gon, the 
Wicked and Impenitent ſtand excluded, as ſaith 
the Apoſtle Paul; What Felloroſbip hath Rigb. 
teouſueſs -with-Unrighteoufſneſs ? And what Com- 
munion bath Light uith 'Darkneſs ?. And avbat 
Concord bath\CurisT' with Belial ? Or - what 
Part hath be that helie eth with an Infidel 2. And 
bat Agreement: hath” the Temple f GopD with 
Taols? For he are the Temple of the living Gop; 
45 Go batb ſaid, Iuill dwell in them, and walk 
in them, and I will. be their Gop, and they ſhall 
ze my People. Wherefore come out from among 
them, and be ye ſeparate, ſaith the Loxb, and 
touch not the uncltean Thing, and I will receive 
you, and will be a Father unto ou, and ye 
ſhall be my Sons and Daughters, ſaith tbe Lon - 
ALMIeH Tv, 2 Cor. vi. 14, 15, 16, 17, 18. 
of Gop. Outſide Sacrifices and ſuperficial 
Performances of Religion, offered or done 
by unclean and wicked Men, are no Part of 
ſpiritual Worſhip; the Prophet Haiab ſaith, 
eee ee e if 1 4 — 3: 
he" that facrificeth a Lamb, as if be cut off a 
Dog Neck; be that-offereth an Oblatian, as f 
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Ferri Swines Bud; d th Pur wth Unt 


He's 
as be 'Bleſſed''an"1401'"Ifa. Ixvi. 4. 2 ** Re. 

ion" 6F their OWatibrs'wrils the niit mene 
of their Dilobedience, às the Prophet in the 
Name of the 3 Thews's' 4 
Have thoſe their ou Mug their Sou] 
=ighted in their Abonittiations + 'T % "46511 chief 
rhei Delufions, andi will bring their Fears upon 
them; echte toben I called, ne, E nice; 
ben I Habe, they did not" Lehr; bur they Mi 
Evil before mine yer, und choſe 7 in b 
"delighted mt. Ver 3, 4." Bur to this Mai 451. 
„et, eden to him that 1s poor und of H cuntrite 
Spirit,” und trembleth at my Word; Vet. 2. 
This is the Man whem the Logo ' eſpeci; 

reeardeth; as faith the Plalmift,” The” Lok 
taketh Pleaſure in bis People, te will beautify 
the Meek with Salration, Pſal. cxlix. 4. Goſpel- 
Worſhip muſt be attended with Goſpel. Refor- 
mation, and cannot be truly performed in a 
State of Pollution. The Heart muſt firſt be 
eleanſed, for the Scripture aſſutes us, that 
N. ithout | Holtneſs no Man call fee the” Loxp, 
Heb.'xii:" 14. Wherefore in order to cur Ac: 
eeptance with 'Gop, tis highly n to 
obſerve the Advice of the Apoſlle, 50 TS 
Let us cleanſe our ſelves from all Held fo of 
Fleſh and Spirit, perfecting Holineſs in 155 Tris 
f Gop, 2 Cor. vii. 1. In Proportion to our 
Progreſſion i in this moſt neceſſary Work of Re- 
formation, we may gradually beceme qualified 
for the Performance of Gofpel-Worſhip in S prrit 
and in Truth. Neo ur knew that Gov 2 ner 
1 Sinners, 


t 1 


Som hogs Man be a urge of Gow, 
"and dul bi, Leer John ax. 31. 
0 — and wk Men; may vainly amuſe 


E any, SE hey nf _ 

But IMS 18 a of a Molt per | 

1 n 1 n this ReſpeR forme 

of the Teachers of the Pevple'in our Mer. 

not cauſing. _ 2 that they 

defervedly-iqcur e 
e Prophet. 


Ko ie a OT row MF ye ſoy, Wherein | 


have we wearzed im when ye ſay, Every one 
that dorth Evil ys good in the Sight of the Lon p, 
and be delighteth in them, or "where ese | 


of eee W 1. 17. 


u. Av ER. 


Ra yer is the Sacrifice 4 a Man's 8 to 
2 The Sacrifices of Gop, faith the royal 
almilt,. are a-broken Spirit: A broken and u 
contrite Heart, O Gop, thou / wilt , nat defpiſe, 
- Pfal. li. 17. This Sacrifice of the Heart is a per- 
petual Duty, to be performed every where, and 
at all Times: Men ought almays to pray, and 
not to faint, Luke xviti 1. Pray without ceaſing, 
1 Theſſ. v. 17. I will that Men pray every 


where, 1 Tim. ii. 8. For offering up this per- 
8 petual Sacrifice, every true Believer in Cukisr, 
ſanctified by his Spirit, bath Acceſi to Gop 
"NO Ay the only Mediator; For there is 


one. 


L 


Men, tbe Man CnRier Jnsos, 1 Tim. ii. v. In 
Saints in geveral, An boly Prigſ bond, is offer 
Jesus CHRIST, 1 Pet. ii. G. and Ver. 9. Nane 
4. cboſen Generation, 4 royal, Priefitoad, am holy 
| Nation; a peculier People, that ye ſhould i fore 
forth tbe. Praiſes of him who bath called qu out 
of Darkneſs into bis mar uallaus Lig. 
Jo pray anto Gop, and to pra him in 
Spirit and in Truth, is the Duty and Privilege 
of every. individual Cbriſtian Man under the 
Goſpel Diſpenſation: An in Duty. 
not to be transferred to, ner p ed by, au 
other Man, as a Proxie, ot Subſtitute, in his 
ſtead. The Voice of divine Wiſdom is 0 
_ every. particular Man, My Son, give ne thut 
Heart, Prov. xxiii. 26. All true Prager pra- 
cieeds from a devout, fincere, bumble and cautrite 
Heart, influenced by the Spirit of Cna ler, dhe 
Spirit of Grace and Supplication ; . Becauſe, 


aich the Apoſile, ye are Sons, Gop: hoth ſent 


farth the Spirit of bis San inte your: Hearts, 


erying Aba, Father, Gal. iv. 6, 5 
Mens Hearts, no external Forms, Preſerip- 
tions, or Compoſitions of Words, put together 
by the Art of Man, can, in any proper Senſe, 

be called Prayer. The meer cuſtomary. Repe- 
Fiions, may be, as it uſuslly is, called ſaying 
Prayers, or as our Savioun himſelf terms it. 


bi. making 
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making 


which he moſt ſeverely reprehends, ſaying, Mo 


unte you Scribes and | Phariſees, ' Hypocrites, for 


ye devour Widows Houſes, and for à Pretence 


make. Prayers; therefore ye ſball receive the 
ter nation, Mat: xxiil. 14. A ſimilar 


Practice to which had been reproved in their 


Forefathets by the Prophet 1/aiah, when he 


 fays, Wo unto them that ſeck deep to hide their 


2 frum tbe Lokp, and their Works are in 
ark, and they Jay, who ſeeth us, and who 
—— ws? Iſa. xxix. 15. Wherefore the Loxn 


ſaid, Foraſmuch as 'this People draw near me 
with their Mouth, and with their Lips do lo- 


nour me, but have removed their Heart far from 


me, and their Fear toward me is taugbt by the 


Precept of Men: Therefore behold ; I will pro- 
ceed to do a marvellous Work among this People, 
even a marvellous Work, and a Wonder, for the 


Wiſdom" of their wiſe Men ſhall periſh, and the 


Underflanding of their prudent Men ſhall be hid, 


Ver. 73; 14. Theſe Lip-Servants are elegantly 
deſcribed by the Pſalm;/t in his Time, Help 


Lonxp, faith he, for the godly Man ce afeth; 4” wh 
the Faithful fail, from among the Children of 

They ſpeak vainly every one — his 5 — 
with flattering Lips and with a double Heart do 
they ſpeak. The Lox ſhall cut off all flattering 
Lips, and the Tongue that ſpeaketh proud Things. 

Who have ſaid, with our "Tongues we will prevail, 
our Lips are our oum: Who is Lord over us? 


N xii. 1, 2, 3, 4. This ſubſtituting Lip-Service 


inſtead 


ung Prayers.” A Practice uſed by the 
Sxribes and Phariſees to cover their Hypocriſy 
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. TH 
inſtead'of the Prayer of the Heart, is called 
by Iſaiah, Turning of Things upfide down, which, 
he ſays, ſball be eſteemed as the Potter's Clay, 
Iſa. xxix. 16. The known Property of which, 
is to be moulded into whatſoever Faſhion the 
Workman pleaſeth. Even fo verbal Forms of 

ſaying Prayers, ot of making long Prayers, are 
ever changeable with the Times, and ſubſer- 
vient to the variable Humours and Purpoſes of 
whatſoever Powers are in preſent Poſſeſſion at 
the Helm of Government. But the Prayer of 
the Heart, under the Influence of the Spirit of 
CHRET, is ſincere, ſolid and ſubſtantial, not 
ſubject to Mutations at the Will of Man, nor 
under any human Command or Direction; but 
is only ſubject to the Spirit of CHRIST, of 
which the Evangeliſt ſays, The Wind bloweth 
. where it liſtetb, and thou heareſt the Sound 
thereof, but canſt not tell whence it cometh, and 
whither it goeth : So is every one that is born of 
the Spirit, John iii. 8. Such neu- born Babes 
defire the fincere Milk of the Word, that they 
may grow thereby, 1 Pet. ii. 2. Upon theſe the 
Spirit of CHRIST breaths, and moves them to 
Prayer, preſenting their ardent Deſires and 
Supplications of Soul to the Father, even before 
they are of Strength ſufficient to expreſs them 
in Words, as faith the Apoſtle Pau; Likewiſe 
the Spirit alſo. belpeth our Infirmities : for we 
| know not what we ſhould pray for as we ought, 
but the Spirit atſelf maketh Interceſſion for us 
with Groanings which cannot be uttered. And 
be that ſearcheth the Hearts, knoweth what is 
"© M | he 
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tay 
the Mind of - the Spirit, becauſe he maketh Inter- 


ceſſion for the Saints, according to the Will of 


Gop. Rom. viii. 26, 27. This inward Suppli- 


cation and ardent Defire of the Soul toward 


Gop, the Father of Mercies, through the 
Mediation and Interceſſion of Cur1sT, is real 
Prayer in Spirit and in Truth. Words, at beſt, 
are but the outſide Dreſs or Clothing of this 
real Prayer: But when Men, like the Scribes 


of old, make long Prayers while their Deeds 


are evil, their Hypocriſj is the more egregiouſly 
made manifeſt ; for Cyr1sT hath aſſured us, 
that every Tree is known by his own Fruit: for 
of Thorns Men do not gather Figs, nor of a 
Bramble Buſh gather they Grapes, Luke vi. 44. 


But in this weighty and important Duty of 


Prayer, let us ſeriouſly conſider the expreſs 
Precepts and Directions given by our bleſſed 
Lord and SaviovR himſelf to his Diſciples : 

He firſt guards and cautions them eta: the 
Hypocriſy of the Scribes and Phariſees ; When 
thou prayeſt, thou ſhalt not be as the Hypocrites 
are, for they love to pray landing in the Syna- 
gogues, and in the Corners of the Streets, that 
they may be ſeen of Men. Verily J fay unto you, 
they have their Reward, Mat. vi. 5. They got 
the Thing they defired, viz, the Applauſe of 
Men. But CaR1sT enjoins to his Followers a 
very different manner of Deportment ; But 


thou when thou prayeſt, enter into thy Cloſet, and 


when thou haſt ſhut thy Door, pray to thy Father 
which is in ſecret, and thy Father which ſeeth in 

ſecret, ſhall reward thee openly. But when ye 
: 1 | Pray, 
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pray, 'uſe nat vain Repetitions, as the Heathen 
do, for they think that they ſhall be heard for 
their much ſpeaking. Be not ye. therefore like 
unto them, for your Father Dh what . 
ye have need of be before ye aſe bim, Ver. 6, 7, B. 
And that they might the better obſerve his Cau- 
tions to avoid making long Prayers like the Pha- 
rifees, or uling vain Repetitions as the Heathen, 
he gives them an Inſtance of Brevity in what 
is commonly. called the Lord's N which, 
though uſed by ſomegas a Form of Prayer, 
was certainly not intended as ſuch, as is evident 
by the Accounts of it given by the Evangeliſts : 
Matthew and Luke, who give it not in the 
. ſame, but a different Form of Expreſſion. This 
brief and moſt comprehenſive Inſtance of what 
it behoveth Men to pray for, bath in it this 
Clauſe, viz. Forgive us our Debes, as we for- f 
give our Debtors, Mat. vi. 12. Or as Luke 
expreſſes it, Forgive us our Sins; for we alſo 
forgive every one that is indebted to us, Luke xi. 
4. From which Clauſe, fo conditionally ex- 
preſſed, the following Inferences are moſt ex- 
preſs and poſitive, —— For if ye forgive Men 
their T1 rofha es, your heavenly Father will alſo 
forgive you. But if ye forgive not Men their 
Treſpaſſes, neither will your Father forgive your 
Treſpaſſes, Mat. vi. 14, 15. Or as the Evan- 
geliſt Mark has it, When ye ftand praying for- 
give, if ye have ought againſt any; that your 
Father 'alſo which is in Heaven may forgive you 
your Treſpaſſes. But if you do not forgive, nei- 
ther will * Father | which is in Heaven 
B 2 forgive 
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forgive your Ti reſpaſſes, Mark xi. 2 5, 26. Theſe | 


nferences, which poſitively and expreſgly barr 


the Door of Mercy againſt every cruel, impeni- 
tent, and wnmerciful Man, are perfectly agree» 
able to the Dottrine of Chriſtianity, as the 
following Texts do ſhew, viz. Bleſſed are the 


Merciful, for they ſhall obtain Mercy, Mat. v. 7. 


And be ye kind one fo another, tender-hearted, 


forgtving one ancther, even as Gon for CHRIST 's 


Sake hath forgiven you, Epheſ. iv. 32. He ſhall 
have Judgment withous Mercy, that hath ſhewed 


no Mercy, James ii. 13. Unmerciful Men are 


not led "by the Spirit of CurIsT ; and the 


Apoſtle aſſures us, that if any Man have not 
the Spirit of | Cnkisr be is none of his, Rom. viii. 


9. Clear and convincing is the Reaſoning of 


the Son of Syrach upon this Subject, viz. He 
that revengeth ſbal "find Vengeance from the 
Lox, and be will ſurely keep his Sins in Re- 


membrance. Forgive thy Neighbour the Hurt * | 


be hath done unto thee, ſo ſhall thy Sins alſo be 
forgiven when thou 6-24 One Man beareth 
Hatred againft-another, and doth be feek Pardon 
From the Log ? He ſheweth no Mercy to a Man 
wohich is like himſelf, and doth he aſe Forgiveneſs 
of his own Sins? Tf be that is but Fleſh nouriſb 
Hatred, who will intreat for Pardon of his Sins ? 
Remember thy End,. and let Enmity ceaſe. Re- 
member Corruption and Death, and abide in the 
Commandment. Remember the Commandments, 


and bear no Malice to thy Neighbour. Remember 
the Covenant of the Higheſt, — wink at Igno- 


'rance, Ecclel. xxviii. 1, a, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
Unmerciful 
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Unmertiful Men, while remaining ſuch, have 
no rational Ground to expect Forgiveneſs of 
Gop, nor have they in that State any Covehant- 
Right to aſk. it. They are in a very deſperate 
and dangerous Condition. Their only Remedy 
in this grievous Diſtempet is what the Apoſtles 
GEES as Paul teſtifieth, ſaying, For ue 
our ſelves alſo were ſometimes fools iſh, diſobedient, 
deceived, ſerving divers Luſts and Pleaſures, liv- 
ing in Malice and Envy, hateful, and hating one 
another. But after that the Kindneſs and Love 
of Gon our Saviour toward Man appeared. Not 
y Works of Righteouſneſs which we have done, 
but according to his Mercy be ſaved us, by the 
waſhing of Regeneration, and renewing of the 
boly Ghoſt ; which be ſhed on us abundantly thro 
Ixsus CHRIST our Saviour: That being juſtified 
by his Grace, we ſhould be made Heirs, accord- 
ing to the Hope of eternal Life, Tit. iti. 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7. This Laver of Regeneration can waſh 
away all Malice and Envy, and this renewing 
of the holy Ghoſt is able to tranſmute the cruel 
and unrelenting Natures of the moſt unmerci- 
ful of Men into the meek, patient, humble and - 
merciful Diſpoſition of the Lomb of Gon, who 
taketh away the Sin of the World, John i. 29. 
Having made this, we hope, not altogether 
unneceſſary Digreſſion, concerning the Exclu- 
ſion of unmerciful Men from Mercy; we now 
return to the before mentioned Direction of 
our SAvIOuR to his Diſciples, to be private and 
brief, not pbariſaical nor long, in their Prayers. 
And his own Example in this Behalf, was cor- 


B 3 reſpondent 


- © reſpondent m0 bis Preh as Jap 
Texts following, vis. And inthe! 
up'a'yreat while before Day, be went out and 
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parted into. a ſolitary" Place, and there prayed, 


Mark. 3 5. He wint forward, and feb n+ the 


Ground, and prayed, Mark xiv. 35.5 Again, He 


went away and prayed, Ver. 39. He withdrew 


bi e into the Wilderneſs and Grave. Luke v. 16. 

Let what 1 have ſaid on this Head ſuffice at 
praſhpe* to ſhew, that a true Chriftion Man' 
Prayer is not limited to Words, nor to any 
Forms or Compoſitions of human Invention; 
that the Scat of Prayer is in the Heatt; and that 
Privacy yields better Opportunities, and more 
convenient, for the Performance of it, than 
Popularity ; that real Prayer is one Thing, and 
a meer formal Repetition of Words is quite 
another Thing: All which I ſhall ſubmit to the 


| ſerious Conſideration. of the intelligent Reader, 


and proceed to expreſs my Sentiments 


III. Concerning F'AS TIN G. 

8 in the Caſe of Prayer before ſpoken of, 
A ſo in this of Faſting, the Direction, of 
our bleſſed Saviour to his Followers, are very 
expreſs, plain and ſignificant, VIZ. Moreover, 
when ye faſt, be not as the Hypocrites, of a ſad 
Countenance ; for they drsfigure their Faces, that 
they may appear unto Men to faſt. Verihy I ſay 
unto you, they have their Reward. But thou, 
when thou faſteſt, anoint thine Head, and waſh 
thy Face, that thou appear not unto Men to faſt, 
but unto thy F. ather which'1s in ſecret ; and +4 
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Father which ſeeth in ſecret, ſhall reward thee” ES 


_ openly, Mat. vi. 16, 17, 18. Here our Saviour 
firſt cautions his Diſciples againſt the cuftomary 
formal faſting of Hypocrites, who disfigure their 
Faces; or as our vulgar Engliſb Phrate expreſſes 
it, make Friday-Faces, that they may appear 
to Men to faſt ; and in lo appearing he aſſures 
us, they baue their Reward. Thereby intima- 
ting, that they have no other Reward, than a 
meer empty Name of being called religious. 
But againſt this phariſaical Manner of faſting 
in publick, he expreſsly guards his Followers, 
by enjoining them Secrecy and Retirement in 
faſting, as a Method acceptable to Gop, and 
rewardable by him, as being more real Indica- 
tions of hearty and fincere Repentance, than 
any external Appearances or outſide Forms 
whatſoever, 

This Precept of our Saviou in reſp ect of 
faſting, is not a Command, but a Prohibition : : 
It doth not direct the Obſervation of faſting as 
a religious Duty; but it expreſsly prohibits 
faſting after the Manner of the Scribes and 
Phariſees. He doth not fo much as bid them 
faſt; but incaſe of faſting, which is left to their 
Chriſtian Freedom, he exhorts them to do it 
in a Manner: moſt agreeable to the Spirit and 
Nature of true Religion, which flandeth not in 
Eye-ſervice, as Men-pleaſers, but in Singleneſs of 
Heart towards Gor Epbeſ. vi. 5. 

That an Uſage or Cuſtom of faſting, as an 
external Ceremony, denoting true and ſincere 
Repentance, was ancient among the Fews, 

B 4 ' ſeems 
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ſeems evident by ſundry Paſſages in the Writings 


of the old Teſtament ; Wherein it is recorded 


of Fehoſhaphat King of Fudab, that he feared, 
and ſet himſelf to ſeek the LorD, and proclaimed 


a Faſt throughout all Jadah. And Judah ga- 


thered 4 together to aſe Help of the Logp, 
2 Chron. xx. 3, 4. And the Truſt and Depend- 


ence of this religious King being on Gop alone, 


as in his Prayer is thus expreſſed; We have no 


Might againſt this great Company that cometh 
againſt us, neither know we what to do, but our 
Eyes are upon thee, Ver. 12. In this State of 
Faith and Dependence on Gop alone, he re- 
ceives this Anſwer, Be not afraid, nor be diſ- 


mayed, by reaſon of this great Multitude ; for 


the Battle is not yours, but Gop's. Ye ſhall not 
need to fight in this Battle, ſtand ye ſtill and ſee 
the Salvation of the Lox, Ver. 15, 17. This 


good King accordingly ſtanding ſtill in Faith, 
gained a compleat Victory over his Enemies, 
without fighting: For the Children of Ammon 


and Moab flood up againſt the Inhabitants of 
Mount-Seir, acteriy to flay and deſtroy them ; 


and when they bad made an End of the Inhabi- 


tants of Mount-Seir, every one helped to deſtroy 
another, Ver. 23, This is a lively Inſtance of 
the great Succeſs of Faith, purely depending on 


the Help of Gop, without fighting. A like 


lively Inſtance of true Faith we have in Ezra, 
who ſays, I proclaimed a Faſt there at the River 
Ahava, that we might afflict ourſelves before our 


Gop to ſeek of bim a right Way for us, and for 
our little ones, and for all our Subſtance. For I 
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was aſhamed to require of the King a Band 
Soldiers and Horſemen to help us againſt t 
Enemy in the Way, becauſe we had. ſpoken unto the 
King, ſaying, The Hand of Gop is upon all them 
for good, that ſee bim; but his Power and his 
Wrath is againſt all them that forſake him, Ezra 
vili. 21, 22. This Paſſage of holy Writ ſeems 
clearly to ſhew, that this good Man apprehended 
any Reliance on human Aid to be inconſiſtent 
with a compleat Faith in Gop, for which Cauſe 
he plainly declares himſelf aſhamed to require 
the former of the King, before whom he had 
publickly made an open Profeſſion of the latter. 
The Reaſoning: of Ezra in this Caſe is ex- 
ceeding ſtrong, and correſpondent to the Ex- 
perience of the Faithful in former Ages, whoſe 
Dependence on human Auxiliaries was ever 
leſſened in Proportion as their Truſt and Faith 
in Gop was enlarged: David, about to en- 
counter the Philiſtine, put off his Armour, and 
accoſts the haughty Giant thus, All this Aſem- 
bly ſhall know that the Loxp ſaveth not with 
Sword and Spear, for the Battle is the Logv's, 
and he will give you into our Hands, 1 Sam. xvii. 
47. His ſole Dependence, and total Expecta- 
tion was on the Power: of Gop, for he faith 
expreſsly, There is no King ſaved by the Multi- 
tude of an Het: A mighty Man is not delivered 
by much Strength : An Horſe is 4 vain Thing 
for Safety; neither ſhall be deliver any by his 
great Strength. Behold the Eye of the Lord is 
upon them that fear bim, upon them that hope in 
his Mercy, to deliver their Soul from Death, and 
| | za 
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fo lern them alive in Famine. Our Soul waiteth 


for ile Lonp, he is our Help, and our Shield : 


For aur Heart ſhall rejoice in him, becauſe due 
have trufted in his boly Name. Let thy Mercy, 
'O.Eogp, be upon us, according as we hope in thee, 
Pal. xxxiti. 16, to 22. This Hope, Faith, or 


Pruſt in Gop, is a Condition of attaining his 


Mercy,” as 'by following Texts of holy 
Scriptace doth Mainly appear, v!2.' Bleſſed is the 


Man that trufteth. in the LorD, and whoſe Hope 
be Lon 7s, Jer. xvii. 7. For we are ſaved by 


Hope, Rom. viii. 24. It is good that a Man 


fhould both hope and quietly wait for the Salvation 


of tbe Loxp, Lins iii. 26. If ye have Faith and 
doubt not, ye ſhall ſay unto this Mountain, Be 
thou removed, and be thou caſt into the Sea, it ſhall 


be done, Mat. xxi. 21. This is the Victory that 


overcometh the World, even our Faith, 1 John 
v. 4. By Faitb ye fland, 2 Cor. 1. 24. He that 


rruſterb in the Logp, Mercy ſhall compaſs him 
about, 'Pfal. xxxii. 10. O taſte and ſee that the 
Lonp it good; bleſſed is the Man that truſteth in 


him, Pſal. xxxiv. 8, He that putteth his Truſt 


inthe Lok ſhall-be made fat, Prov. xxvili. 25. 
He it a Buckler to all thoſe that truſt in him, 


Ffal. xviii. 30. They that truſt in the Loxp 


be as Mount Zion, which cannot.be moved, 
but abideth for ever. Pal. cxxv. 1. Whoſo truſt- 
erb in the Logp, happy is he, Prov. xvi. 20. The 
Righteous ſhall not be afraid of evil Tidings ; 
Bis Heart is fixed, truſting in the Lord : His 
"Heart is OT he hal not be afraid, Pfal. 
cxii. 7 8 w 
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External Faſting, like other outſide Perform- 
ances enjoined by the Few:/b Law; duting the 
Continuance of the Moſaick Diſpenſation, ap- 
rs to be ceremonial: For, Purity of Heart, 
and Holineſs of Life thence procceding, us 4 
Sacrifice; acceptable to Gop through all Ages 
and Generations. Let us eſpecially e with 
what a'pathetick Ardour of holy. Zeal che Pro- 
phet Iſaiab reproves the Hypocriſy of che de- 
generate Jets in his Time, who inſtead of 
turning from the Evil of their e for 
obſerving Faſts. His ſevere Reprehenſions of 
their Hypocriſy is at large expreſſed in the 
58th Chapter of his Prophecy, to the ſerious 
Peruſal of which we recommend eur Reader, 
where the Nature of acceptable Faſting; and 
the Neceſſity of Purity of Heart, and Holineſs 
of Life, are copiouſſy and excellently deſeribed. 
As then external Faſting, even in the T imes 
of the Moſaick Diſpenſation, was eetemonial ; 
ſo in theſe Goſpel-Times we have no Injunction 
or Precept in the New-Teſtament, enjoining 
the Continuance of it, but rather the contrary: 
For the Apoſtle Paul ſpeaking to the Galatians 
concerning ſuch kind of Obſervations, ſaith, I 
obſerve Days and Months, and Times and Nears, 
Jam afraid of you, left I have beſtowed upon you 
Labour in vain, Gal. iv. 10, 11. In this Re- 
ſpect therefore he exhorteth them on this wi 


Stand faſt therefore in the Liberty e 
Cu nls, hath made us free, and be nos entangled 
again with the Tobe of Bondage, Gal. v. 1. This 
Liberty, wherewith CnkIsr hath made us free, 
| 18 
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is a perfeft Freedom from the Bondage of 
Fewiſh Ceremonies, which being aboliſhed and 
put an End to by him, who iy one Offering hath 

Per ſected for ever them that are ſanctiſied, Heb, 
x. 14. We do not any where in the New- 
Teſtament find any other Ceremonies appointed 
or inſtituted in their Room. But every true 
Chriſtian Man, in Points of Religion and wor- 
ſuipping of God, living. in Obedience to his 
holy Spirit, and the Doctrine of CRHRISTH and 
his Apoſtles recorded in Scripture, is under a 
State of entire and perfect Freedom from all 
human Injunctions whatſoever. Thus are 
CurisT's Freemen made Witneſſes of the ful- 
filling of his own Saying. - F the Son therefore 
all make you free, ye ſhall be free indeed, John 


viii. 36. 


Thus have I endeavoured to collect from the 
holy Scriptures, the true Meaning, and real 
Goſpel Senſe of Worſhip, Prayer, and Faſting, 
by which, as I apprehend, it will appear, 
I,. That the only true and acceptable Wor- 
ſhip of Gop under the Goſpel, is the worſhip- 
ping the Father of Spirits in Spirit and in 
_ 2dly. That Prayer is the Sacrifice or Offering 
of a broken and contrite Heart, the continual 
Duty of every individual Man, not confined or 
limited to Times, Places, or Forms of Words, of 
Man's Appointment, 
- 3dly. That the Faſt, acceptable to Gop, is an 
Abſtinence from Sin, and a ſincere Conformity 
of Life to his Commandments. 12 
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Leet the conſiderate Reader conſult his Bible, 
and ſee for himſelf, whether theſe Things be 
ſo, or not. Tis a Matter of the higheſt Impor- 
tance, and of the moſt immediate Concern to 
every individual: The Voice of Wiſdom being 
to each particular Perſon, My Son, give ne 
thine Heart, Prov. xxiii. 16. Correſpondent to 
which are the apoſtolick Monitions, Pray with. 
out ceaſing, 1 Theſs. v. 17. I will that Men 
pray every where, 1 Tim. ii. 8. In offering 
Prayers and Praiſes to: G6p, every Man is his 
own Prieft : The Apoſtle Peter, writing to the 
Believers in general, faith, Te are à choſen Ge- 
neration, a royal Prieſthood, an holy Nation, a 
peculiar People, that ye ſhould ſhew forth the 
Praiſes of him who hath called you out of Dark- 
neſs into his marvellous Light, 1 Pet. ii. 9. And 
indeed, when we conſider Prayer as it really is, 
the Offering of a Man's Heart, it muſt appear 
irrational to ſuppoſe, that ove Man can make 
an Offering of another Man's Heart. Tis 
therefore the incumbent and indiſpenſible Duty 
of every Man, to make an Offering of his own 
Heart unto Gop, and patiently to wait for, and 
humbly ſubmit to the purifying Operations of 
his holy Spirit, which he hath promiſed to 
thoſe that ſeek it, and to pray withthe Pſalmiſt, 
Create in me a clean Heart, O Gop, and renew 

a right Spirit within me. Caſt me not away from 
thy Preſence, and take not thy holy Spirit from 
me. Reſtore unto me the Foy of thy Salvation, 
und uphold me with thy free Spirit, Pal. li. 

10, 11, 12, His next Words in conſequence 

' to 
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to this Petition, are, Den will I teach Tranſ- 
grefſors thy Way, and Sinners ſhall be converted 
unto ther, Ver. 13. Theſe laſt Words carry 
with them a ſevere Reproof to unſanctiſied Pre- 
tenders to preach, and plainly import, that ſuch 


Men are but buſying eeatifelves in yain, while 
they are wholly unqualified for = Work they | 
undertake, - | 


2 ˙ Bblerratiotidinay be of Ser 
vice to any religions Enquirer, I ſhall think my 
Pains in collecting and penning them to be 
_ amply recompenſed, and in OY of 22 N 
tion fubſcribe myſelf, 


©." Thy real Briend, 


PHILALETHES. 
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Lthough the Writer of the foregoing 
Letter thinks the Sentiments he has 
therein expreſſed, to be entirely conſonant to 
the Doctrine of the New-Teſtament, yet hav- 
ing heard ſome Objections made thereto, he 
thinks proper briefly to conſider them. 
Objection 1ſt, If we fland ſtill, and wage 
not War in — own — 74 Enemies will 
evail againſt us, We an ea P 
je Invader. 5 W 
„ This Objection is fmilar to that 
of the Fews, againſt our blefſed Saviour, the 
Prince of Peace, while converſant with, and 
aher his Doctrine of Peace among them 


re on Earth. J, ſay they, we let him thus 
alone, all Men will believe on bim, and the Na- 


mans ' ſhall come, and take away both our Place 
and Nation, John xi. 48. The Scribes and 
Phariſees, a faithleſs Generation, whoſe Fear 
of the Romans was far ſuperior to their Truſt in 
Gop, alarmed at the Miracles of CnRIST, and 
the conceived Danger of his peaceable Doctrine, ä 
and irritated at his ſevere Reproofs of their no- 
torious Hypocriſy, 200 Counſel together for to 
put him to Death, John xi. 53. Their Malice 
| hurried them on to the Crucifixion of the Lord 


of 


— u —— ——— — — —— 


a 
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of Liſe, and by fo doing, provoked the Wrath 


the ALMIGHTY, in his righteous Judgment, 
to accelerate and bring upon them and their 
Nation more ſwiftly, that very Deſtruction by 
the Romans which they ſtood in Fear of. 
But what does this Obje#:0n avail to a Man 
of true Chriſtian Faith, who firmly - believes 
the Words of our Saviour, All Power is 
given unto me in Heaven and in Earth, Mat. 
XXviii. 187 Is not the Protection of him who 


is omni potent, a ſufficient Security againſt the 


Fear of Man, whoſe Breath is in his Noſtrils? 
Ifai. ii. 22. And before whom, as King Nebu- 
chadnezzar, after his Humiliation, acknow- 


ledges, All the Inhabitants of the Earth are 


reputed as .nothing, and he doth according to his 
Vill in the Army of Heaven, and among the 


' Inhabitants of the Earth, and none can ſtay his 


Hand, or ſay unto him, : What doſt thou? Dan. 
ivw. 34. 35. In him only is Security, as faith 
the Pſalmiſt, Thau, LorD,” only makeſt me 
dwell in Safety, Pſal. iv. 8. All Dependence 
on Creatures is inſufficient, for, Vain is the Help 


e Man, Pſal. cviii. 12. There is no King ſaved 
by the Multitude of an Hoſt : A mighty Man 
is not delivered by much Strength: An Horſe is 


a vain Thing for Safety; neither ſhall be deliver 
any by his great Strength. Behold, the Eye of 


the Loxp is upon them that fear him, upon them 


that hope in his Mercy, Pal. xxxin. 16, 17, 18. 


Objection 2d. Doth not your recommend- 
ing of private Prayer, detract from the Duty 


of 


4 


root. 


of publi ck Worſhip, and the Exerciſe of verbal 
Pray n 
e Not at all. Beste all ue Prayer 
is that of the Heart: And an Heart rightly 
diſpoſed to pray, cannot fail of being frequent 
in the uſe of private Prayer, in which Reſpect, 
the Apoſtle exhorts to pray every vbere, 1 Tim. 
2 8. and to pray without ceafing, 1 Theſs. 
23 This is Goel, Prayer, in Spirit, and 
in Truth. This Diſpoſition of Mind we eat- 
neſtly recommend as neceſſary to render pub- 
'Fick Prayer acceptable, whereunto is required 
An Union of Hearts fo diſpoſed. An Aﬀſembly 
of Perſons. all ſo diſpoſed were very deſirable; 
for if, as the' Apoſtle James ſays, | The efettuul 
er vent Prayer. * a righteous Man availeth much, 
James v. 16. How much more available muſt 
the united Supplications of a CONN 
ny: compoſed of ſuch Men be? 
Wherefore we preſs the Neceſſity of Mens 
' Hearts being diſpoſed to pray unto Go in 
|  * ſecret; that a Conjunction of Hearts ſo diſ- 
poſed, may 3 the publick Prayers put up 
-to Gop in our religious Aſſemblies, the more 
acceptable : Becaule we think that Hearts ut- 
terly indiſpoſed for private Prayer, are in no 
wiſe dune for 1 Funn it * 
blick. 
Pert to thoſe only who have Faith, and doube 
not, our Loxp promiſed; Whatſoever- ye e fh 
Ak in Prayer, believing, ye ſhall receive, Mat. 
XXI. 22. But the Unbelieving and Impenitent 
are excluded the Houſe of ge for in that 
N 8 State 


7 


VL . 


Sud their Prayers have no Acceptance. nh 
.Gop, as the Scriptures 'of Truth aſſure vs, 
The Sacrifice of the Wicked is an Abomination, 
Prov. xxi. 27. The Way of the Wicked is an 
Abomination unto the Lok p, Prov. xv, 9. The 
firſt Step to Acceptance with Cop, is a 2 Refor- 
mation of Manners : This is the very . Door of 
Entrance to. the Houſe of Prayer, hich 1s 
always ſhut to the 9wilfully/Wicked and Diſabe- 
dient: For which Cauſe the Servants. of Go 
_ [preſs with great Earneſtneſs the Neceflity of 
this firſt Step — Religion; 8 your Ways 
and your Doings, Jer. vii. Obey my Voice, 
and I will be. your Gop, Ver. 23. And ſaith 
IJſaiab the Prophet, Waſh ye, male you clean; 
put away the Evil of your Doings from before 
mine Eyes. | Ceaſe to do Evil, learn to do well: 
See Fudgment, relieve the Oppreſſed judge be 
. Fatherleſs, plead fur the Widow, Iſa. i. 16; 1 
. Theſe are £ Terms and Conditions of Acceſs to 
Gop in Prayer. Come now, and let us reaſon 
_ Fogether,. ſaith. the. Log, Ver. 18.., Wherefore, 
although wicked and profane Men may fre- 
quent publick Aſſemblies, and like the Serider 
of old, make long Prayers; yet let us ſeriouſly 
conſider the Caution and Sentence our Saviour 
himſelf pronounces concerning them; Beware 
| of the Scribes, which deſire to walk in lang Robes, 
and love Greetings in the Markets, and 2 higheft 
Seats in the Synagogues, and the chief Rooms at 
_ Feaſts : Which devour Widows Houſes, and for 
4 Shew make long Prayers; the ſame ſhall re- 
teive greater Damnation, Luke xx. 46, 4. 
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0 * la not. a ihe Dy | 
TE the King's: ain the for, pu * 
ck Faſts, ye are Breakers of the 
N mh enjoins us ro te ſubjett to. Prin- 


crpalities and. Powers, to obey. Maogiftrates, and | 


Io be ready, i ver. goad Work; Tit. i Ul. 1. 5 * 
W. Our Fear toward Gov is-nor aught 
F Boa 5 of Men, 16a... ED 25 


t C L Enemies, Mat. 
Pore 5 8 Pe cue) Practice of War 


porn. to us directly 3 Caf it be 
our Duty to act contrary to our own Belief ? 


Can we be juſtified in doing what we believe _ 


CnR1sT hath expreſsly forbidden? Does not 


the Apoſtle tell us, that ¶ batſoever is not of 


Faith is Sin, Rom. xiv. 23. This he aflerts 
even in Caſes of Doubt. Would it not be yet 


greater Sin in us to act contrary to our — To 


"Belief in à Point to us altogether clear and 


undoubted ? As theſe Queſtions can be of no 


difficult Solution to Men of e and 
Religion, we are the leſs concerned at the pub- 
lick Reproaches of thoſe, whoſe grievous Abuſes 
of the Innocent plainly ſhew they 1 have neither, 
Theſe plain Queries center in. a fingle Point, 
_— The Aſſertion of the Apoſtle, Ve ought 
| to obey Gop rather iban Men, Acts v. 29. 
Wherefore we truſt, our Obedience to Gop, 
in this Caſe, will not be diſpleaſing to the Kin 
4 is the common FATHER of his Pape 


Heat true 3 and Conſcience: To 


whom 


* . 8 


ee 3 


War is founded on the 


to Patron and Protector under 
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unde we all Fidelity 
anke, Tor Goo op HOW And Happi- 
ncerely pray with our whole Hearts, 
8g Teng dur conſcientious D7 
n nd, are ſtrict Obſervers of 
5 therefore, 
Supplications, "Prayers, Inter. 
F "Thanks," "be mide for all 
4 "all that are in Au. 
and Peacb- 
T Tim. 
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